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Stephanie Holmes enjoys the luxury of The Glasshouse, Whangarei Heads

Location:BetweenParuaBayandPatauaSouth in
Northland’s stunningWhangareiHeads. TheGlasshouse
isoneof twoproperties along the steep,winding
HarambeeRd, at theendofKauriMountainPoint
peninsula. Youcan’t getmuchmore secluded—
or stunning.
Check-in experience:PaulOlsen fromAraRoaPrivate
Accommodationmetusat thegateandwe followedhis
cardown the incredibly steepdriveway.He ranus
through thehouse’s features—wehalf-listened; theother
halfwas taking in the incrediblebeautyof this stunning
property.
Price:$950pernight, for two.Yes, it’s expensive, but
youwon’t get amuchbetter chance foracompletely
private, relaxing, luxuriousweekend.
Room:Privatehouseactually, if youplease. The
Glasshouse is anarchitecturally-designedbeauty—two
wingsconnectedbya “breezeway”,with all focusdirected
east, to thenative forest enveloping thepropertyand
theocean surrounding thepeninsula. Three sidesofeach
wingare floor-to-ceilingglass ranchsliders thatopen to
give theheightof indoor-outdoor flow. Thebedroom is
spaciousandwell designed,withbuilt-inwalk-through
wardrobebehind thebed, and its positionmeansyou
feel likeyou’re sleeping in thebush. Thebreezewayhas
a largedining table,Weberbarbecue, spaciousdeckand
outdoor fireplace. The loungeandkitchenare
comfortableandwell-equipped.
View:Exceptional. BreamHead,OceanBeach,
pohutukawaandmanuka trees, the sea, nativebirdlife
andatnight— if you’re lucky—maybesomekiwi.
The bed:Standardkingbed,with fancyhotel-standard
white cotton linen. Fullmosquitonet.
Bathroom: It’s called “theLongdrop”but this is nostinky
DoCcampground-style facility. It’s anouthouse, sure, so
youwill need towalk20stepsdownapathway toget

therebut it’s totallyworth it. There’s flushing toilet, vanity,
hot runningwater and the showerhas floor toceiling
glassononewall, facingout to thebushand thesea
beyond.The rainheadshower ispowerful and luxurious,
and thereare twoother showerheads soyouandyour
lovedonedon’t need tobeapart for evenoneminute.
Toiletries:Eco-storehandwash, plusunmarked
dispensersof bodywash, shampooandconditioner. I
haveno ideawhatbrand,but theysmeltdelicious.
Food and drink:Caitlin lives locally inParuaBayand
hasherowncateringcompany.Withat leastoneday’s
noticeyoucanorder fromamenuandshewill deliver
apre-prepared three-coursemeal you just need towarm
up.There’s anespressomachine,milk and juiceprovided,
plus sparklingwineandsnackswaitingonarrival. For
theothermeals,westockedup inWhangarei andcatered
forourselves. Youcoulddrive to theParuaBayTavern
(oneof thebestpubgardens in thecountry), but I reckon
do thatonyourwayhome—onceyouget to the
Glasshouseyou’renotgoing towant to leave.
Exercise:Use the largedeck forayogasession, or follow
thewalking tracksaround thecliff and theproperty’s
boundaries.At theCove, you’ll findkayaksandsnorkelling
gear free touse. There’s access tootherwalking tracks
in thearea, andgreatbeaches just a short driveaway.
Noise:Birdsong,waves, theoccasionalpurr of a
motorboatpassingby. Thehousehasanexcellent ipad-
controlled soundsystem,withpre-programmedmusic,
or youcanairplayyourown.
Entertainment:NoTV, butyou reallydon’t needone—
just sit backand lookat that view.
Wi-Fi:Free, unlimited, fast. Soupload theoccasionalbrag-
worthypic toyour socialmedia, butother than that, just
switchoff andenjoy the solitude.
Contact:Book throughararoa.co.nz.
Would I return? I’mhoping tomove in.
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